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the young people with appreciation of their temp-
tations and difficulties."

PROCEDURE

Procedure in juvenile courts up to the time when
the magistrates think that an offence is proved or
the grounds of an application are established is
very similar to the procedure in the adult courts.
Once they have reached this conclusion, they are
allowed by the rules made in pursuance of this
Act to receive as evidence statements in writing
from probation officers, the officials of local authori-
ties and medical practitioners who may not be
present at court and whose information therefore
cannot be questioned. If the court thinks fit
neither the defendant nor his parents need be told
the contents of these reports. Another rule pro-
vides that if the magistrates think it desirable the
child or young person or his parents may be
required to withdraw from the court.

Of course an advocate may appear in the
Juvenile courts on either side as in other courts
but he cannot claim as of right to hear and chal-
lenge all the information brought to the notice of
the court as he would be able to do in the adult
courts. Only in very exceptional circumstances,
however, would the court withhold information in
this way.

POWERS

Juvenile courts may deal summarily with any
child charged with an indictable offence other than
homicide and the magistrates need not now obtain